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. ow Cential Intellizence Ageney [inds that cven
greater than expocted fear moves info Victnem as s

“our troops pull otl. And {his eomlains stich a jo-
fgontinl sethack for President Nixon’s fundamental

~ U.8. policy thal his re-clection may well ride upon

it,

So-called Phase 1T fs.the President’s answer to
ke politically dangerous silitation on the lTome
front. His Vietnam pelicy, in turn, is lo hope that
South Vicinam can erect “a- government anxl
military strueture strong enough (o protect itself
against diaster. . oo

-

Hanoi hopes for the reyerse of our hope. The
Led lcaders there want to posipone any a{llenrent
whatever wilil thay have had at least & lry at eol-
lapsing {he Saigen stvuclure we and the Scut
Vielnan government hope to huild,

DR, NIKONS definition of this hope s {he
war's “Vietnamizalion.” But this may tun out to
be only a euphemism. The idea is far from new.

The Delenge Depariment confirms to me that we

sent fhe Avmy of the Popublic of Vielnwm (ARVN)
about $i02 miltion in equipment and supplies from
3930 up to the time of our own combal ifuterven-
tion. ’ DR

-~ Morcover,, “Wietnamizatien” had a major test
after our intervention, This was jusl prior o the
1063 Tet (Lamav” New Year) heliday. When the

teds struck in 43 cities more than half the man-
pawer of the ARVN divisions had gone hame for
the holidays. The ARVN fovees, already at only 0
par cant of theiv Saigon-declaved strength, were at
Jess then 50 per cent. The ARVN high conimand
first thought about 153,030 Reds were atacking, 1t
yecalewlated this to 36,600, Aculally, the number
‘was 60,000, : .

© Through that time “Viclpamization”  would

have spelled total disaster, Nevertheless, the hope

of it is President Nixon's basic policy. -
P . . R - "

Mr. Nixon inheriled from President Johnson a
force of 538,000 Americans in Vielnram and the
Jdpmmense presence of the Tth Flool's ships and
-planes. Alter the curvent withdrawal {here will be
no ships or plaués of the U8, Navy, and the US
Army rear guard will copsist of only Lwo comial

divisions and porliaps only one. A year later the'

President’s declared sehedule s to leave only
-ahout 20,000 U.S. support -~ support -~ 1roops in
Vielnam. t - .

LUERLCAN

TR AGONIZING problent In (his large-scald
relreal (abways the most diffieadt of all military
manecuvers) Is how to protect your rear gkard,

Do you remember Napoleons relveal from’
Moscow? Do you remember how ‘Nazi Field
Marshall Brwin Reromiel in his North African
retreat lost a quarter of a million men in his rear
guard? L : g

FExecuting our pull-ouf we were \lhrez\tcncd by
60,060 MNovth Vietnamese jn Combodia. Our in-
cwrsion inlo Cambodia was a spoiling action cov-
cring our rear guard in Vielnrm, But since then
_the absolule keystone of the Nixon policy ---
C“Vielamization” - has bacn put Lo a test with all [~
that &r.. Nixen has done {o supercharge the pro- '
oranm. : : : :

‘This tesh was the ARVN'S altack iulo T.Ros,

* And, as a demenitration to support the U8, hope,

it was o dizasler. Nor has Lhis been the only {esh,

The ARVN's subscquent reverses so far o this

same 1971 year in the Mekong Delta and near the

DMZ indicate thal a lack of ARVN improveinent is
{he reality. e ’

BEMIND T SCENIS, we ave stil in the
wound-binding stage from the Laos experiment
< the Mekonr Delta and DMZ reverses, and wnire-

vealed reporls (o the Penlagon conilict reparding i
the ARVN's racovery. Bul a public statement by
Ovol. David 11, Hackworth, a combal veleran &f five
vears in Vietnam and the most decorated U.S. of-
Ticer In the war there, is not reagsurivy to the
keystona of the Nixon poliey. o -

. Teaving Vietnam and vetiving from the Avmy,
this officer divectly involved in the *Viel-
namization” frankly staled; “I hayen’t scen any
sihstantial improvement in the ARVN. Aller the
- Amevican withdrawal we'll find curselves with a

- siftiation comparable {o 1964, ‘Vielhamization’ is 2
‘word which must be a product of mere drcams.” .

- Under the eivcumstances of our withdrawal, it
is Uie only dream available, Moreover, everything
Aoubters said about the South Kevean defense yu
tential 15 years ago has again & familiar ring. The
South Koveahs, nevertheless, bave emerged well.
But this “Vietnamization” hope hashliulc o no
time leftin which to becodie a Feality, and Presi-
dent Nixon's absolute dependence en it more pro-
foundly clouds his future than While - House

1

insiders ave willing to admit: - T .




